Resolution in Support of Banning  Hydraulic Fracturing Gas Extraction in New York State November 17, 2011 


WHEREAS, Hydrofracturing is a method of drilling for natural gas that requires literally millions of gallons of fresh water that become polluted and highly toxic in the process; and
WHEREAS, Hydrofracturing, also know as hydrofracking, would pollute our state’s waters by requiring between 3 to 8 million gallons of water and 80 to 300 tons of chemicals, depending on well size and depth, to be pumped into each of those gas wells; and
WHEREAS, this water would come from our streams and rivers or be pumped from underground, and would then resurface from the wells as highly toxic waters; and  
WHEREAS, there is no way to prevent these highly toxic waters from eventually polluting more water; and 
WHEREAS, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has stated that  “gas drilling poses unacceptable risks to the unfiltered drinking water supply for nine million New Yorkers;” and 
WHEREAS, the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has formally notified state officials  that it has major concerns about how the proposed drilling would affect public health and the environment; and
WHEREAS, while New York State environmental officials have recently announced that they would impose stricter regulations on hydrofracturing; and
WHEREAS, these regulations will apply to the Catskills watershed, which supplies the New York, Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess Counties’ water supply, and will also apply to the smaller Skaneateles Lake watershed, which supplies drinking water to Syracuse and some other communities; and
WHEREAS, in other areas of New York State, gas companies would face a far less cumbersome permit process that would rely on the state’s own environmental assessment of where drilling can be allowed; and
WHEREAS, New York State environmental officials have not imposed an outright ban on hydrofracturing; and 
WHEREAS, well-respected environmental advocates such as the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) have stated that nothing short of an outright ban on hydrofracturing would ensure that gas companies do not exploit the watersheds in the future;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Democratic Party calls upon Governor Cuomo and the NYS Assembly and Senate to ban hydrofracturing in New York state; and 
LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the New York State Democratic Party calls upon our Congressional delegation and our two Democratic United States Senators to  pass legislation banning hydrofracturing throughout the U.S.  and immediately bring this process under the jurisdiction of all applicable federal laws; and
LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the NYS Democratic Party urges further research in and economic  support, including but not limited to support such as tax credits, for non-polluting alternative  energy sources such as wind, solar and hydropower.
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