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	Thank you, Chairperson Foster, for the opportunity to present testimony today.  My name is Jo Anne Simon.  I am a NYS Committeewoman from the 52nd Assembly District in which covers most of the brownstone and Downtown Brooklyn neighborhoods.  I am a former president of the Boerum Hill Association.  
	First, let me share a concern and a complaint. Our communities have been advocating for just this type of hearing for quite some time, but we had virtually no notice of today’s hearing, despite the fact that we have been very active on this issue.  Please do not gauge the level of support for the City’s need to send a home rule message to the state legislature requesting the authority to institute programs of residential parking in neighborhoods where they are needed.  That is all the legislation sponsored by Senator Daniel Squadron and Assemblywoman Joan Millman do. The State’s grant of authority to the City is desperately needed so that we can get to the issues of how to design and implement programs of residential parking is key areas, including Downtown Brooklyn, and I wholeheartedly support this legislation.  
	The Boerum Hill Association, our neighbors in Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, Concord Village, Fort Greene, Park Slope, and Prospect Heights have been advocates for a pilot residential permit parking plan for many years. I have attached to my testimony a fact sheet we developed with the contours of proposed pilot plan.  The neighborhoods surrounding Downtown Brooklyn’s commercial core have been seriously affected by heavy traffic for a long time--50% of traffic through Downtown goes over the Brooklyn and Manhattan bridges to Manhattan.  Anyone trying to get through the intersection at Flatbush, Atlantic, and Fourth Avenues knows this well.  

	Our neighborhoods serve as part park n' ride, and part free commuter parking lots now.  A 2006 study released as a result of community advocacy in the wake of the 2004 Downtown Brooklyn up-zoning identified as much as 46% of residential spaces (not those with meters or otherwise reserved for agency reserved parking) were taken by vehicles not registered to local residents.  They were thus identified as ideal neighborhoods for residential parking.  With the advent of the Barclays center arena, that situation will worsen immeasurably.  Without residential permit parking, finding parking in the neighborhoods around Downtown Brooklyn and Prospect Heights will become increasingly prohibitive for residents, would clog the streets further, and inhibit commercial activity. 
	Neighborhoods surveys also show that an overwhelming majority of residents support permit parking. By discouraging commuters from circling these neighborhoods looking for free parking spaces, we would significantly reduce the increased traffic and air pollution that congestion brings to the area.  From reviewing responses to the surveys, we learned that the few responders who were not in support, had fundamental misunderstandings about such a program or harbored deep distrust that RPP would just become another revenue stream for the City or MTA, rather like galloping water bills.  
	However, we know from the use of RPP in many other cities throughout the U.S., RPP can prevent gratuitous congestion from commuter parkers and could be used equally well in New York City. Having lived through the institution of RPP on Capitol Hill in 1977, I can tell you, it works.  But it did not stop my relatives from visiting. It did not stop me from having dinner in another neighborhood.  It did not stop the plumber from servicing the households – they now had a place to park!  It did not close local businesses – it enhanced their ability to serve their customers.  It did stop people from Virgina circling the blocks near the Capitol looking for free parking and encouraged the use of mass transit. The fee was nominal fee for a permit, and the revenue created used to help administer the parking program. RPP was in place on workdays and hours could be tailored to the needs of each neighborhood.  Shoppers and visitors were allowed to park for two to three hour periods of time.  Enforcement was key.  
	With the advent of new technologies, parking program design could be greatly enhanced to reflect each area’s particular needs – nightlife, for example, or when the circus comes to town, not just when the Nets are playing. We need residential permit parking for a host of reasons and I will make myself available to the Committee to assist in any way I can.  Thank you again for this opportunity to testify. 
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